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SUBJECT: PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL COMMISSION INVITATION 

REF: STATE 16666 

EMBASSY HAS NO OBJECTIONS, POLITICAL OR OTHERWISE TO 
PNRC'S INVITING SABAH'S CHIEF MINISTER, DATUK BIN 
MOHD. SALLEH TO SPEAK AT SAWMILL AND PLYWOOD CLINIC 
IN PORTLAND. WE HAVE CONTACTED HIS OFFICE, PASSED 
THEM THE INFORMATION AND HOPE TO HAVE REPLY BY FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 27, WHEN DATUK HARRIS RETURNS FROM TRIP 
OVERSEAS. STAFF ASSISTANT TOLD EMBOFF THAT HARRIS’ 
SCHEDULE FREE FOR THAT TIME AND THAT HE WOULD PROBABLY 
BE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING BUT THAT, OF COURSE, 

CHIEF MINISTER WOULD HAVE FINAL SAY. 

2. OBVIOUSLY, INVITATION BY GOVERNOR EVANS THROUGH 
EMBASSY NOT POSSIBLE IF TIME CONSTRAINTS MENTIONED 
PARA 3 REFTEL APPLY. HOWEVER, WE SEE NO PROBLEM 
WITH PNRC CONTACTING DATUK HARRIS' OFFICE DIRECTLY 
AFTER HE SIGNALS HIS WILLINGNESS TO ATTEND. AS 
SOON AS WE LEARN OF HIS INTENTIONS, DEPARTMENT 
WILL BE NOTIFIED. PLEASE PASS ABOVE TO GENE BIRD 
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